
  
Title: 
 
 

Mother to Son Poem 

Topic: 
 
 

Advice for Life 

Objective 
or Priority 
Standard 
 
 

Students will be able to formulate 3 higher level questions based on the 
text. 

Required 
Materials: 
 
 

Copies of Mother to Son by Langston Hughes 

Procedure: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Quickwrite-what advice have family members given you about 
life? 

2. Share quickwrite-partner by shoe color 
3. Hand out poem. Listen to teacher read. Define metaphor. What is 

the metaphor in this poem?  
4. Hear Langston Hughes read it and mark text.  

a. Circle key words 
b. Underline the main idea (advice) 

5. Research Langston Hughes on iPad. Be ready to share w/partner: 
how did his life influence this poem? 

6. Share research with partner. Work together to come up with an 
answer to Q. Then combine with another pair to discuss Q.  

7. Homework-Write 3 HLQ for Socratic seminar about the 
poem/Langston Hughes’ life. 

Elements of 
WICR: 
 
 
 
Writing 
 
 
 
Inquiry 
 
 
 
Collaboration 
 
 
 
Reading 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Quickwrite, 3 questions 
 
 
 
Research on google, formation of 3 HLQ 
 
 
 
Partner share for quickwrite, Hughes research, Quad share for Hughes 
influence Q 
 
 
Mark the text with poem, reading research 

 


