
ABERDEEN SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 5 
 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the 
Board of Directors – November 18, 2008 

 
 

At 7:00 p.m. President Doug Smith called to order the regular meeting 
of the Board of Directors in the Community Room at Aberdeen High 
School. Members present were Sandra Bielski, Jennifer Hagen, Jeremy 
Hawkins and Jeff Snell along with Superintendent Martin Kay and 
nineteen patrons and staff.  The meeting began with the flag salute.   

CALL TO ORDER 

On motion by Jeff Snell, seconded by Jeremy Hawkins, the Board 
approved the consent agenda that included the minutes of the meeting 
held on November 4, 2008; the payroll for October 2008 in the amount 
of $1,123,821.08, to be paid by warrants 101097 through 101097; the 
accounts payable from the Capital Projects Fund in the amount of 
$24,421.15, to be paid by warrants 200022 through 200025; from the 
ASB Fund in the amount of $27,494.41, to be paid by warrants 400100 
through 400134; the Scholarship Fund in the amount of $1,855.29, to be 
paid by warrants 700014 through 700016; and from the General Fund in 
the amount of $556.66, to be paid by warrants 101096 through 101096 
and $732,905.29, to be paid by warrants 101098 through 101135 and 
$991,307.50, to be paid by warrants 101136 through 101331.  Approved 
was a donation from the Aberdeen Rotary Club who have purchased 
and donated dictionaries for all 4th grade students in the Aberdeen 
School District.  

CONSENT 
AGENDA 

Jeff Snell congratulated the AHS girls swimming team for winning the 
4th state ASD championship.  Mr. Snell recognized Lauren Kuhn for 
being selected as one of six females and six males as National Finalist 
for the Wendy’s High School Heisman program.  He commented that 
Ms. Kuhn is congratulated not just for her academic achievements but 
for outstanding community service. 

Vice President Sandra Bielski reported that she enjoyed participating in 
the focus group with Miller Junior High parents and attending the AHS 
assembly for the school swim team being honored for bringing a state 
championship back to Aberdeen.  Ms. Bielski congratulated Lauren 
Kuhn for her hard work throughout her high school career.    Jeremy 
Hawkins congratulated all staff and students for their accomplishments 
and recognition for Aberdeen High School. 

Superintendent Kay provided a final report for Foodball.  Aberdeen 
School District collected over 543,170 pounds of food.  Superintendent 
Kay congratulated Christy Paris and the AHS students for organizing 
an outstanding and successful event.   

President Smith reported that he and Jeremy Hawkins enjoyed the 
focus group at Stevens Elementary and he thanked Principal Werner 
for her work in organizing and good parent response.    

BOARD 
COMMENTS 
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There was no public comment. COMMENTS FROM 
AUDIENCE 

Tita Mallory reported the textbook recommendation was presented at 
the last Board meeting.  The review committee recommended that A 
Guide to Microsoft Office 2007 be adopted.  She recommended the 
Board approve the textbook adoption as presented.  Sandra Bielski 
commented that she reviewed the textbook and found it beneficial and 
a good resource book.  On motion by Sandra Bielski, seconded by 
Jennifer Hagen, the Board approved the adoption of A Guide to 
Microsoft Office 2007 as recommended. 

OLD BUSINESS 

ADOPTION OF 
TEXTBOOK 

Superintendent Kay introduced Alice Whittaker and guests from 
Harbor High School from the Harbor High ProStart Culinary Arts 
Program.  Ms. Whittaker reported that the culinary class has been 
selected to participate in the “O Ambassadors” program, designed to 
help young students become engaged and philanthropic global 
citizens.  The objective is to raise money for poverty-stricken areas in 
rural China, by using the culinary skills they acquire through the 
ProStart culinary arts program.  Ms. Whittaker introduced, Gaby 
Vasquez, a Harbor High School student who works at McDonalds to 
help support her mother and sister.  She provided information 
regarding the program and spoke about poverty and how the “O 
Ambassadors” program provides a good opportunity to help other 
people who can’t help themselves.  The Harbor High ProStart Culinary 
Arts Program is taking orders to make pies for Thanksgiving to sell and 
raise money.   

SUPERINTENDENT 
REPORT 

HARBOR HIGH 
PROSTART 
CULINARY ARTS 
PROGRAM 

 

 

 
 

Tom Laufmann presented reports showing the district’s financial status 
at the end of 2007-2008.  It was noted that the district ended 2007-2008 
with almost $1.8 million in the General Fund balance, 5.15% of revenue.  
Expenditures were slightly less than estimated for the year and 
revenues were higher.  Various programs, like Title and Lap, were able 
to claim more funds than anticipated.  Local non-tax revenue was 
considerably higher than budgeted.  Sales of Goods and Services, 
Donations, Building Rentals, and E-rate were all higher than budgeted.  
Mr. Laufmann reported that $73,000 of e-rate was from a 2002 appeal 
with which the district was successful.  He reported that overall, 2007-
2008 was a good year financially for the district.  The district was below 
budget by 109 students.  Mr. Laufmann explained that the entire 
district staff has worked hard to control costs and maximize revenue.  
He reported that increased pressure from retirement contributions, 
COLA’s and utility costs as well as other sources will increasingly 
strain the budget and fund balance.  He warned that the district must 
maintain diligence regarding expenditures, as the district looks to the 
2009-2010 budget.  Superintendent Kay stated that it is highly unusual 
for a school district to lose 109 students and maintain their budget.  He 
thanked Mr. Laufmann for his diligence regarding the school district 

FINANCIAL 
SERVICES 

2008-2009 YEAR 
END FINANCIAL 
STATUS REPORT 
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budget.  President Smith reported that the Board continues to have a 
goal to maintain a 5% fund balance.  

 

Tom Laufmann presented the mothly fiscal report.  Based on the 
County Treasurer’s report the amount of cash and investments on hand 
at the end of October is $2,350,589.  This is above budget and 
expenditures were slightly above budget while revenue was also above 
budget. 

Enrollment for November is above budget by 56 students.  The average 
FTE increased and actual enrollment decreased.  All grade levels 
decreased enrollment from October.  With normal declines through the 
course of the year it is estimated to be below budget by 10-15 students 
for the year. 

At the end of October, the County Treasurer reports that there is 
$564,236 in cash and investments in the Capital Projects Fund.  As of 
the end of October, the County Treasurer reports there is $504,734 in 
cash on hand and $1,488,170 invested for the Debt Service Fund.   

At the end of October the Transportation Vehicle Fund had a balance of 
$553,089 and is invested.  This includes the depreciation payment for 
the year of $158,772 and this fund is restricted to the purchase or major 
repair of buses.  The new full size bus arrived on November 5th.  The 
Associated Student Body Fund has a balance of $100,953 as of the end 
of October. 

Jeff Snell thanked Mr. Laufmann for an excellent financial report.   

FISCAL STATUS 
REPORT 

President Smith reminded board members that the next meeting is 
scheduled for December 2 in the Community Room and work study 
will begin at 6:00 p.m. 

NEXT MEETING 

Kathy Werner thanked Doug Smith and Jeremy Hawkins for visiting 
Stevens Elementary and meeting with parents for the Focus Group 
session. 

PUBLIC 
COMMENT 

At 7:30 p.m. the meeting recessed for an executive session expected to 
last approximately one hour regarding personnel matters.   The regular 
meeting reconvened at 8:40 p.m. 

EXECUTIVE 
SESSION 

Following a review by Personnel Director Anna Shanks, on motion by 
Jennifer Hagen and seconded by Sandra Bielski, the Board approved 
the following personnel matters:  hiring certificated substitute teachers 
Lisa Anastasi and Kim Blancas. 

PERSONNEL 
CERTIFICATED 
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The Board also approved classified hires Crystal Arias as Para-
Educator, effective September 22 and Kelly Bielec as Para-Educator, 
effective October 27; termination of Sandra Lidtka as bus driver, 
effective November 4;  accepted resignation of Ashley Moffett, effective 
November 5; and leave of absence for Sonya Cautrell, effective 
November 24, 2008 through January 2, 2009.  Extra-curricular contracts 
were approved for Adam Calica, assistant coach/wrestling, effective 
November 17, 2008 through February 21, 2009 and Robbie Chicano, 
winter intramurals, effective November 17, 2008 through March 1, 
2009.  Substitutes Eli Arellano, Ron Crowder, Karl Erickson, Charlene 
Martin and Tina Villa were hired.  

PERSONNEL 
CLASSIFIED 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at                                                                                                                           
8:41 p.m. 

ADJOURN 

 
 ___________________________________ 
   Doug Smith, President 
 
 ___________________________________ 
   Martin W. Kay, Secretary 


