
ASP Career exploration Outdoor careers 
 

Job Pay Duties Education 

Park 
Ranger 

Around 
$14 an 
hour 
(almost 
twice the 
federal 
minimum 
wage) 

A park ranger preserves and protects 
natural outdoor areas. They make sure 
campers are following the rules and 
procedures, so they need people skills as 
well as a love for outdoors. They 
sometimes work for the National Park 
Service. 

Some positions only 
require a high school 
diploma; most require 
a bachelor’s (four 
year) degree in park 
administration, 
environmental 
sciences, recreation, 
or criminal justice. 

Archeologist $62,410/ 
year 

Study remains left by past cultures. They 
gather information. They spend lots of time 
outdoors, taking notes and pictures, and 
measurements.Must love research and 
history. 

Master’s degree or 
PhD in archeology, 
with required field 
work. 

Wildlife 
biologist 

$62,290 Also known as a zoologist, they study 
animals and their interactions with the 
ecosystem. They conduct studies, collect 
data and present their findings. They must 
be animal lovers. 

At least a bachelor’s 
degree. Wildlife 
biology, general 
biology, zoology,and 
ecology. 

Landscape 
architect 

$63,819 Develop and design plans for buildings 
and public spaces like parks. Attention to 
detail is important. 

At least a bachelor’s 
degree, but many 
have Master’s 
degrees. Most states 
require a license, 
which means an 
exam for certification. 
 

 

Geographer $70,098 Study nature and the earth, and use skills 
and equipment to observe climate 
patterns, vegetation, and water.They must 
be able to communicate and analyze data. 

At least a bachelor’s 
degree, in 
geosciences, 
environmental 
sciences, or 
engineering. Some 
jobs require a 
master’s 
 
 



Job Pay Duties Education 

Environment
al engineers 

$77,723 Develop solutions to help communities 
minimize waste and pollution. They 
improve public health, collect samples, 
create strategies, and implement 
environmentally friendly living methods. 
They are problem solvers with an interest 
in science. 

A bachelor’s degree 
in environmental 
engineering, or civil, 
chemical, or general 
engineering 

Civil 
engineers 

$80,928 Design and build public works like bridges, 
freeways, and subways. Must have time 
management skills and problem solving 
skills. There is no shortage of jobs in civil 
engineering! 

A bachelor’s degree 

Farm worker From 
$22,000 
to 
$38,990 

Harvest and inspect crops by hand, irrigate 
soil and maintain ditches or pipes and 
pumps, operate and service machinery, 
fertilize and control pests, feed livestock 
and clean and disinfect cages, pens, 
yards, and hutches, examine animals and 
administer vaccines, and herd 
livestock...just to name a few  

On the job training, 
high school diploma, 
valid driver's license, 
some pesticide 
licenses, and breeder 
licenses. 

 

Forest and 
wildland 
firefighter 

$49,620 Work in natural environments, preventing 
and fighting fires and performing rescue 
and aid services. They are responsible for 
emergency medical treatment to rescued 
victims. They also perform routine 
maintenance of tools and equipment as 
well as participate in fire prevention 
education programs. 

High school diploma 
and an associate’s 
(two year) or 
bachelor’s degree in 
fire science, EMT 
certification 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Logging 
worker 

$40,650 Harvest forests to provide the raw material 
for consumer goods and industrial 
products. A physically demanding job, it 
can also be dangerous. Workers are 
outside often in poor weather and in 
isolated areas. Training is on-the-job 

High school diploma 
or equivalent, 
on-the-job training 



Job Pay Duties Education 

Recreation 
worker 

$24,540 Lead outdoor activities at camps, 
recreation centers, parks, and nursing and 
residential care facilities, and even cruise 
ships. 

High school diploma 
and on-the-job 
training. 

Survey 
technician 

$43,340 Measure the earth and its features, gather 
data that is used to create topographical 
maps 

High school diploma, 
and on-the-job 
training 

Forest and 
conservation 
worker 

$27,650 Help maintain, improve, and protect 
forests.Take inventory of trees, check for 
diseases, plant new trees and transport 
seedlings. 

High school diploma 
and on-the-job 
training 

Lifeguard $40,695 Supervise activities at pools, beaches, and 
water parks to ensure swimmers are 
safe.Protect swimmers from dangerous 
water conditions,and see that swimmers 
follow safety rules. Most importantly, they 
perform life saving techniques when 
necessary. They work outside in several 
different weather conditions. This work can 
be physically demanding. 

High school diploma 
is preferred but not 
required, certification 
programs to verify 
that one is a strong 
swimmer may be 
required, First Aid 
and CPR training is 
required.  

Write a career person: 
 
If any of these careers look interesting to you, why not ask the source? Write a list of questions 
you would ask someone in that career. Send the questions to me (mbarlow@asd5.org) and I will 
get answers for you from a person doing that job! 
 

mailto:mbarlow@asd5.org

